Care of children with autism spectrum disorder.
Autism spectrum disorder (ASD) is both common and complicated. Many children with ASD are not identified until school age. The primary care physician (PCP) plays a vital role in recognizing the symptoms of ASD and in making referrals for definitive diagnosis. Most children with ASD also have co-occurring learning, medical, and/or mental health problems that require collaboration across the educational, medical, and mental health systems. This article reviews the symptoms of ASD, screening tools for school-aged children suspected of having ASD, and the PCP's role in identifying ASD and managing co-occurring conditions in the primary care medical home.